


















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































The distracting views of the water tank will be screened by a row of trees along each side. A variety of 

trees are proposed, in order to reduce the maintenance requirements (Figure 14). If only one type of 

tree were to be used, it is not likely that they would grow to similar shapes and sizes if left on their own. 

Multiple species allows for planned variety. The tree species chosen are all small trees that should not 

exceed thirty feet in height, so they will not grow taller than the cross. This is important, because the 

cross should be the highest and main focal point on the hill. They will not further block views of the 

cross. These drought tolerant species are suited to the climate in Castroville and the rocky conditions on 

top of Cross Hill. 

Figure 14. Proposed tree species for screening water tank. Sources: <desertwillowdesigns.com>, <jbrlandscaping.com>, 
<cirrusimage.com>, and <ci.austin.tx. us>. 
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Site Plan Cross Hill 

The space around the cross has been reshaped from its current oval form to a perfect circle fifty feet in 
diameter. Figure 15 shows the details of the proposed redevelopment of the area on top of Cross Hill. 

...... 
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Figure 15: Enlarged site plan of proposed redevelopment on top of Cross Hill. Sources: Darcy Gustafson and Justin Marston. 

The circular area will be paved over with flagstones. In comparison with the current uneven and rocky 
surface on top of the hill, this will improve the accessibility of the space. This new surface will be more 
durable when exposed to natural elements than the bare soil is now. 
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A five foot wide plant bed will surround the entire circle. With the existing vegetation cleared from the 
main circle, as well as this plant border, views from the hill will be improved. The existing vegetation in 
this plant bed area will be replaced with a variety of smaller plant species (Figure 16). These species are 
all suitable for full sun xeriscape gardens in this region of Texas. The large rocks collected from the site 
during the re-grading and compaction of various areas can be crushed to make the growing media for 
these plants. 

Mexican Feathergrass, Nassel/a tenuissima Red Yucca, Hespera foe parviflora Agarita, Mahonia trifoliolata 

Figure 16. Suggested plants for Cross Hill xeriscaping. Sources:<landB/ounge.com>, <choate.usa.com>, and <uts.cc.utexas.edu>. 

The steps leading up to the cross are made of flagstone and have extended planting beds on either side. 
These beds are smaller replications of the larger circular bed to be implemented on top of Cross Hill. 
Mexican Feathergrass is the only suggested plant for these beds, because it is safest to use soft plant 
material along pathways. People might injure themselves if plants with thorns or sharp leaves are used 
along both sides of the path. 

Six benches are arranged around the cross. These benches could be flat and backless to allow people to 
sit and face the cross, or sit and look out across the town in the opposite direction of the cross. The 
seats on these benches are supported by stacks of flagstone, continued from the proposed paving on 
the ground. Recycled plastic is an ideal material for the top of these benches, as it is a sturdy material in 
all types of weather. Stone or concrete seats would get too hot sitting exposed under the Texas sun all 
day. Wooden benches would not be durable enough in the rain and sun, and would eventually splinter 
and begin to look unattractive. 

Six in-ground lights are positioned between each of the benches. They shine up, rather than at any 
specific object, so that the focus ofthe lighting at night can come from the spotlights highlighting the 
cross. Because these lights are completely level with the ground, they will not present a tripping hazard. 
These lights will be subtle, but also provide necessary light for improved safety and accessibil ity in the 
dark. 

The six beds surrounding the cross are planted with Mexican Feathergrass. Due to the site's direct 
exposure to wind, the movement of these grasses will produce visual and auditory interest. The soft 
texture of the grasses will also help to balance the coarser texture of the stone and concrete on top of 
the hill. Again, the growing media is crushed white rock. 
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Six small spotlights will be positioned around the cross, one in each of the grass beds. These spotlights 
will shine up at the cross at night, making it beautifully visible from the city below. 

The cross itself will be repainted bright white to enhance its visibility, both during the daytime and 
nighttime. 

The existing concrete base of the cross has been enlarged to a five foot diameter dodecagon (12-sided 
polygon) that is three feet tall, that tapers outwards towards the bottom. A depression in the top of the 
base, approximately six inches deep, holds large black river rocks that will contrast sharply with the 
white of the cross that rises out of them. These smooth river rocks will remind viewers of the nearby 
Medina River. The information from the existing sign on top of Cross Hill can be placed onto more 
permanent plaques to be mounted on the new base. 

Perspectives 

The drawings in Figures 17-18 depict possible views of the site that could be attained by implementing 
this design proposal. 
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Figure 17. View to the north entering the top of the hilL Sources: Justin Marston and Darcy Gustafson. 
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Figure 18. View to the northeast from the top of Cross Hill. Sources: Justin Marston and Darcy Gustafson. 

Cross Sections 

These cross sections indicate the horizontal spatial relationships of the elements proposed for the top of 
Cross Hill (Figure 19). The enlarged site plan of Cross Hill shows which points these measurements are 
being taken at with red lines. 
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Figure 19. Cross sectional views of the top of Cross Hill. Sources: Justin Marston and Darcy Gustafson. 
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